
Research	
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1)	
  General	
  Information	
  
	
  
Lynch,	
  Michael	
  E.	
  
DOB:	
  17	
  October	
  1948	
  
Male	
  
	
  
Professor	
  for	
  Ethnomethodology,	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology	
  Studies	
  
University	
  of	
  Siegen	
  
School	
  of	
  Media	
  and	
  Information	
  
Kohlbettstraße	
  15	
  
57072	
  Siegen	
  
Germany	
  
Tel.:	
  +49	
  (0)271	
  740-­‐5165	
  
	
  
Department	
  of	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies	
  
Cornell	
  University	
  
312	
  Morrill	
  Hall	
  
Ithaca,	
  NY	
  14853	
  
USA	
  
+1	
  607-­‐339-­‐6887	
  (c);	
  +1	
  607	
  266-­‐7063	
  (h)	
  
MEL27@cornell.edu	
  
	
  
	
  
2)	
  University	
  training	
  and	
  degree	
  

1970	
  (June)	
   B.S.,	
  Rural	
  Sociology,	
  Cornell	
  University	
  

	
  
	
  
3)	
  Advanced	
  academic	
  qualifications	
  	
  

Ph.D.,	
  Social	
  Sciences,	
  University	
  of	
  California,	
  Irvine,	
  conferred	
  March	
  1979	
  

Supervisors:	
  Harold	
  Garfinkel,	
  Co-­‐chair;	
  Craig	
  MacAndrew,	
  Co-­‐chair	
  	
  

	
  

4)	
  Postgraduate	
  professional	
  career	
  
	
  
2020-­‐	
   Professor	
  for	
  Ethnomethodology,	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  University	
  of	
  

Siegen	
  
	
  
2018-­‐	
   Professor	
  Emeritus,	
  Department	
  of	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  Cornell	
  University	
  
	
  



1999-­‐2018	
   Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  Cornell	
  University	
  
	
  
1995-­‐99	
   Professor	
  (Personal	
  Chair),	
  Department	
  of	
  Human	
  Sciences,	
  Brunel	
  University	
  
	
  
1998	
  	
   Visiting	
  Associate,	
  Centre	
  de	
  Sociologie	
  de	
  l’Innovation	
  (CSI),	
  École	
  Nationale	
  

Supérieure	
  des	
  Mines	
  de	
  Paris	
  (1	
  March	
  -­‐	
  30	
  May)	
  	
  
	
  
1993-­‐1995	
   Senior	
  Lecturer,	
  Department	
  of	
  Human	
  Sciences,	
  Brunel	
  University	
  
	
  
1987-­‐1993	
   Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Sociology,	
  Boston	
  University	
  
	
   	
  
1991-­‐1992	
   Visiting	
  Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Sociology	
  and	
  Science	
  Studies	
  Program,	
  

University	
  of	
  California,	
  San	
  Diego	
  
	
  
1984-­‐1987	
   Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Sociology,	
  Whitman	
  College	
  
	
  
1983	
   Visiting	
  Lecturer,	
  School	
  of	
  Social	
  Sciences,	
  University	
  of	
  California,	
  Irvine	
  
	
  
1980-­‐1982	
   Adjunct	
  Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Sociology,	
  UCLA	
  
	
  
1979-­‐1981	
   Post-­‐Doctoral	
  Fellow,	
  NIMH	
  Training	
  Program	
  in	
  Mental	
  Health	
  Evaluation	
  Research,	
  

Department	
  of	
  Sociology,	
  UCLA	
  
	
  
1978-­‐1979	
   Visiting	
  Post-­‐Doctoral	
  Research	
  Fellow,	
  Centre	
  of	
  Criminology,	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto	
  
	
  
	
  
5)	
  Other	
  
	
  

Professional	
  Service	
  
	
  

2018	
   Member,	
  Ad	
  Hoc	
  Committee	
  for	
  a	
  Faculty	
  Appointment,	
  Institute	
  for	
  Advanced	
  
Study,	
  Princeton	
  	
  

	
  
2017	
   Member,	
  Bernal	
  Prize	
  Committee,	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science.	
  
	
  
2013-­‐	
   Steering	
  Committee,	
  International	
  Institute	
  of	
  Ethnomethodology	
  and	
  Conversation	
  

Analysis	
  	
  
	
  
2008-­‐	
   Editorial	
  Board,	
  Spontaneous	
  Generations:	
  A	
  Journal	
  for	
  the	
  History	
  and	
  Philosophy	
  

of	
  Science	
  
	
  
1993-­‐	
   Editorial	
  Advisory	
  Board,	
  Science,	
  Technology	
  and	
  Human	
  Values.	
  
	
  
1987-­‐	
  	
   Associate	
  Editor,	
  Human	
  Studies:	
  A	
  Journal	
  for	
  Philosophy	
  and	
  the	
  Social	
  Sciences.	
  



	
  
2015	
   Section	
  Editor,	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies	
  Section,	
  International	
  Encyclopedia	
  of	
  

the	
  Social	
  and	
  Behavioral	
  Sciences,	
  2nd	
  Edition,	
  Vol.	
  21.	
  Elsevier.	
  
	
  
2012-­‐2014	
   Member,	
  Council,	
  American	
  Sociological	
  Association	
  Section	
  on	
  Ethnomethodology	
  

and	
  Conversation	
  Analysis.	
  
	
  
2013	
   Member,	
  David	
  Edge	
  Prize	
  Committee,	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science.	
  
	
  
2012-­‐2013	
   Member,	
  Governance	
  Review	
  Committee,	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science.	
  
	
  
2002-­‐2012	
   Editor,	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science:	
  An	
  International	
  Review	
  of	
  Research	
  in	
  the	
  Social	
  

Dimensions	
  of	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology.	
  
	
  
2011	
   Member,	
  External	
  Review	
  Committee,	
  University	
  of	
  Pennsylvania,	
  Department	
  of	
  

History	
  and	
  Sociology	
  of	
  Science	
  (21-­‐22	
  April).	
  
	
  
2009-­‐11	
   Past-­‐President,	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science	
  
	
  
2009-­‐11	
   Member,	
  Melvin	
  Pollner	
  Prize	
  Committee,	
  American	
  Sociological	
  Association	
  Section	
  

on	
  Ethnomethodology	
  and	
  Conversation	
  Analysis	
  
	
  
2007-­‐09	
   President,	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science	
  
	
  
2006-­‐07	
   President-­‐Elect,	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science.	
  
	
  
2006-­‐08	
   Member,	
  Council,	
  American	
  Sociological	
  Association	
  Section	
  on	
  

Ethnomethodology/Conversation	
  Analysis.	
  
	
  
2005-­‐06	
   Chair,	
  Bernal	
  Prize	
  Committee,	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science.	
  
	
  
2005	
   Consulting	
  Editor,	
  Qualitative	
  Sociology	
  Review.	
  
	
  
2004	
   Member,	
  Committee	
  of	
  Visitors,	
  National	
  Science	
  Foundation,	
  to	
  review	
  

Methodology,	
  Measurement	
  &	
  Statistics;	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies;	
  and	
  Soceital	
  
Dimensions	
  of	
  Engineering,	
  Science,	
  and	
  Technology	
  –	
  Ethics	
  and	
  Values	
  Studies	
  
programs	
  (March).	
  	
  

	
  
2003-­‐2005	
   Chair,	
  Science,	
  Knowledge	
  &	
  Technology	
  Section	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  Sociological	
  

Association.	
  
	
  
2001-­‐2003	
   Program	
  Committee	
  for	
  2003	
  Summer	
  Conference	
  of	
  International	
  Society	
  for	
  

History,	
  Philosophy	
  and	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Biology,	
  Vienna,	
  Austria.	
  
	
  



2000-­‐2003	
  	
   Panelest,	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology	
  Studies	
  Panel,	
  National	
  Science	
  Foundation.	
  	
  
	
  
1990-­‐2002	
   Collaborating	
  Editor,	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science:	
  An	
  International	
  Review	
  of	
  Research	
  in	
  

the	
  Social	
  Dimensions	
  of	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology.	
  
	
  
1996-­‐2002	
   Member,	
  Editorial	
  Board,	
  Social	
  Epistemology:	
  A	
  Journal	
  of	
  Knowledge,	
  Culture	
  &	
  

Policy.	
  
	
  
1995-­‐1999	
   External	
  Examiner,	
  Sociology	
  courses,	
  Department	
  of	
  Social	
  Sciences,	
  University	
  of	
  

Loughborough.	
  
	
  
1996-­‐1997	
   Chair,	
  Ludwik	
  Fleck	
  Prize	
  Committee,	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science.	
  
	
  
1995-­‐1997	
   Program	
  Committee,	
  1997	
  Summer	
  Conference	
  of	
  International	
  Society	
  for	
  History,	
  

Philosophy	
  and	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Biology,	
  Seattle,	
  Washington.	
  
	
  
1995-­‐1996	
   Chair,	
  Publications	
  Committee,	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science.	
  
	
  
1996	
   Program	
  Committee,	
  Joint	
  Conference	
  of	
  the	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science	
  

(4S)	
  and	
  European	
  Association	
  for	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology	
  (EASST),	
  
Bielefeld,	
  Germany,	
  10-­‐13	
  October.	
  

	
  
1995	
  	
   Program	
  Committee,	
  The	
  Fourth	
  Bath	
  Quinquennial,	
  ‘Humans,	
  Animals,	
  Machines,’	
  

University	
  of	
  Bath,	
  27-­‐31	
  July.	
  
	
  
1994-­‐1997	
  	
   Member	
  (elected,	
  3	
  yr.	
  term)	
  of	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science	
  Council.	
  
	
  
1988-­‐1993	
   Associate	
  Editor,	
  Social	
  Problems:	
  Official	
  Journal	
  of	
  the	
  Society	
  for	
  the	
  Study	
  of	
  

Social	
  Problems.	
  
	
  
1993	
   Chair,	
  Local	
  Arrangements	
  Committee,	
  1993	
  Summer	
  Conference	
  of	
  the	
  

International	
  Society	
  for	
  History,	
  Philosophy	
  and	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Biology	
  
	
  
1993	
   Organizer,	
  symposium	
  on	
  “Sociology	
  of	
  Knowledge,”	
  at	
  Inquiries	
  in	
  Social	
  

Construction,	
  University	
  of	
  New	
  Hampshire,	
  Durham,	
  NH	
  	
  
	
  
1992	
   Participant	
  in	
  NSF	
  Workshop	
  on	
  Cognitive	
  Activity	
  in	
  Social	
  and	
  Physical	
  

Environments	
  (purpose:	
  to	
  advise	
  NSF	
  about	
  new	
  developments	
  in	
  cognitive	
  
science).	
  	
  

	
  
1992	
   Organizer,	
  session	
  on	
  "Ethnomethodology	
  and	
  Social	
  Action,"	
  Pacific	
  Sociological	
  

Association,	
  Annual	
  Meetings,	
  Oakland,	
  CA	
  (April)	
  
	
   	
  



1992	
   Panelist,	
  Sociology	
  and	
  Anthropology,	
  National	
  Endowment	
  of	
  Humanities,	
  
Washington,	
  D.C.,	
  (February).	
  

	
  
1990	
   Organizer,	
  Regular	
  Session	
  on	
  "Ethnomethodology,"	
  85th	
  Annual	
  Meeting	
  of	
  the	
  

American	
  Sociological	
  Association,	
  Washington	
  D.C.	
  (August)	
  
	
  
1989	
   Organizer,	
  two	
  sessions	
  on	
  "Observational	
  and	
  Experimental	
  Practice,"	
  Annual	
  

Conference	
  of	
  the	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science,	
  Irvine,	
  CA	
  (November)	
  
	
  
1989-­‐1991	
   Nominations	
  Committee,	
  International	
  Society	
  for	
  History,	
  Philosophy	
  and	
  Social	
  

Studies	
  of	
  Biology	
  
	
  
1987	
   Program	
  Committee,	
  Summer	
  Conference	
  of	
  International	
  Society	
  for	
  History,	
  

Philosophy	
  and	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Biology	
  	
  
	
  
1984	
   Panelist,	
  Ethics	
  and	
  Values	
  in	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology	
  (EVIST),	
  a	
  joint	
  program	
  of	
  

National	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  and	
  National	
  Endowment	
  of	
  Humanities,	
  Washington,	
  
D.C.	
  (April)	
  

	
  
University	
  Service	
  

	
  
2017	
  (Fall)	
   Acting	
  Chair,	
  Department	
  of	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  Cornell	
  University.	
  
	
  
2002-­‐2018	
   Co-­‐Director,	
  Law	
  &	
  Society	
  Concentration,	
  Cornell	
  University.	
  
	
  
2011-­‐12	
   Acting	
  Director	
  of	
  Graduate	
  Studies,	
  Department	
  of	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  

Cornell	
  University	
  
	
  
2004-­‐08	
   Field	
  Director	
  of	
  Graduate	
  Studies,	
  Department	
  of	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  

Cornell	
  University	
  
	
  
2003-­‐04	
   Acting	
  Director	
  of	
  Graduate	
  Studies,	
  Department	
  of	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  

Cornell	
  University.	
  
	
  
2001	
  (Spring)	
   Acting	
  Chair,	
  Department	
  of	
  Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  Cornell	
  University.	
  
	
  
2000-­‐04	
   Member,	
  Social	
  Science	
  Advisory	
  Council,	
  Cornell	
  University	
  
	
  
1998-­‐99	
   Director,	
  Centre	
  for	
  Research	
  into	
  Innovation,	
  Culture,	
  and	
  Technology	
  (CRICT),	
  

Brunel	
  University	
  
	
  
1996-­‐97	
   Sociology	
  Course	
  Team	
  Leader,	
  Department	
  of	
  Human	
  Sciences,	
  Brunel	
  University	
  
	
  



1994-­‐97	
   Admissions	
  Tutor	
  (sociology,	
  communications,	
  social	
  anthropology),	
  Department	
  of	
  
Human	
  Sciences,	
  Brunel	
  University	
  

	
  
1989-­‐93	
   Director	
  of	
  Graduate	
  Programs,	
  Department	
  of	
  Sociology,	
  Boston	
  University	
  (on	
  

leave,	
  1991-­‐92)	
  
	
  
1989-­‐90	
  	
   Representative,	
  Boston	
  University	
  Faculty	
  Council.	
  
	
  
1985-­‐87	
   Board	
  of	
  Review	
  and	
  Academic	
  Council,	
  Whitman	
  College	
  
	
  
1976-­‐77	
   President,	
  Social	
  Sciences	
  Graduate	
  Student	
  Organization,	
  U.C.,	
  Irvine	
  
	
  

	
  
Research	
  Awards	
  

	
  
2008-­‐09   National	
  Science	
  Foundation,	
  Scholars	
  Award,	
  $111,929	
  

Science	
  and	
  Society,	
  SES-­‐0822757	
  
Title:	
  Visualization	
  at	
  the	
  Nanoscale:	
  The	
  Uses	
  of	
  Images	
  in	
  the	
  Production	
  and	
  
Promotion	
  of	
  Nanoscience	
  and	
  Nanotechnology	
  

	
  
2001-­‐02   National	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  Grant,	
  $143,881	
  

Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  0115305	
  
Title:	
  “DNA	
  Profiling	
  and	
  Fingerprinting:	
  Relations	
  between	
  closure	
  and	
  controversy”	
  	
  
	
  

2000-­‐01	
   National	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  Grant,	
  $2,745	
  
Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies,	
  0080947	
  
Title:	
  ‘Workshop:	
  The	
  significance	
  of	
  noise’	
  
	
  

1995-­‐98	
   ESRC	
  (UK)	
  Research	
  Grant,	
  £114,260	
  
Title:	
  “Science	
  in	
  a	
  Legal	
  Context:	
  DNA	
  Profiling,	
  Forensic	
  Practice	
  and	
  the	
  Courts”	
  
(R000235853)	
  

	
  
1993-­‐94	
   National	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  Research	
  Grant,	
  $107,000	
  

Studies	
  in	
  Science,	
  Technology	
  &	
  Society	
  (Ethics	
  and	
  Values	
  Studies	
  Program,	
  Award	
  
#	
  9312183).	
  Title:	
  “DNA	
  Fingerprinting:	
  Law	
  and	
  Science	
  in	
  Criminal	
  Proceedings.”	
  
Awarded	
  to	
  Cornell	
  University	
  (Sheila	
  Jasanoff,	
  P.I.),	
  with	
  $35,000	
  subcontract	
  to	
  
Brunel	
  University.	
  Proposal	
  originally	
  submitted	
  through	
  Boston	
  University	
  (Michael	
  
Lynch,	
  P.I.).	
  
	
  

1992-­‐93	
   National	
  Science	
  Foundation	
  Research	
  Grant,	
  $85,000	
  
Studies	
  in	
  Science,	
  Technology	
  &	
  Society,	
  9122375	
  	
  
Title:	
  “The	
  polymerase	
  chain	
  reaction:	
  The	
  mainstreaming	
  of	
  a	
  molecular	
  biological	
  
tool”	
  

	
  



1987	
   	
   National	
  Endowment	
  of	
  Humanities	
  
	
   	
   Humanities	
  Summer	
  Stipend,	
  FT-­‐29556-­‐87	
  
	
   	
   "Aesthetics,	
  Science,	
  and	
  Technology"	
  

	
  
Other	
  Awards,	
  Fellowships	
  and	
  Honors	
  

	
  
2017	
   	
   Infrastructure	
  Award	
  	
  
	
   (Awarded	
  by	
  Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science	
  in	
  2017	
  to	
  Editors	
  of	
  Handbooks	
  of	
  

Science	
  &	
  Technology	
  Studies)	
  
	
   	
   	
  
2016	
   	
   John	
  Desmond	
  Bernal	
  Prize	
  
	
   	
   Career	
  Award	
  
	
   	
   Society	
  for	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  Science	
  
	
  
2016	
   	
   Mercator	
  Fellowship	
  
	
   	
   University	
  of	
  Siegen,	
  Germany	
  
	
  
2011	
   	
   Distinguished	
  Publication	
  Award	
  	
  

(Awarded	
  for	
  Truth	
  Machine:	
  The	
  Contentious	
  History	
  of	
  DNA	
  Fingerprinting)	
  	
  
Ethnomethodology	
  and	
  Conversation	
  Analysis	
  Section	
  of	
  
American	
  Sociological	
  Association	
  	
  

	
  
2002	
   	
   Faculty	
  Fellowship	
  (Fall	
  Semester)	
  

Society	
  for	
  Humanities	
  
Cornell	
  University	
  

	
   	
   	
  
1995	
   	
   Robert	
  K.	
  Merton	
  Professional	
  Award	
  	
  
	
   	
   (Book	
  award	
  for	
  Scientific	
  Practice	
  and	
  Ordinary	
  Action)	
  
	
   	
   Science,	
  Knowledge	
  and	
  Technology	
  section	
  of	
  	
  
	
   	
   American	
  Sociological	
  Association	
  
	
  
1990-­‐91	
  	
   Junior	
  Fellowship	
  
	
   	
   Boston	
  University	
  Humanities	
  Foundation	
  
	
   	
   College	
  of	
  Liberal	
  Arts	
  
	
   	
   	
  
1980-­‐1981	
   Post-­‐Doctoral	
  Fellowship,	
  Department	
  of	
  Sociology,	
  UCLA	
  	
  
	
   	
   NIMH	
  Post-­‐Doctoral	
  Training	
  Program	
  in	
  Mental	
  Health	
  Evaluation	
  Research	
  
	
   	
   (Public	
  Health	
  Service	
  Grant	
  Number:	
  5	
  T32	
  MH14583-­‐05)	
  
	
  
1978-­‐1979	
   Visiting	
  Post-­‐Doctoral	
  Fellowship	
  
	
   	
   Social	
  Sciences	
  and	
  Humanities	
  Research	
  Counsel	
  of	
  Canada	
  
	
   	
   Centre	
  of	
  Criminology,	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto	
  
	
  
	
  



6)	
  Publications	
  
Books	
  

	
  
Lynch,	
  Michael,	
  Simon	
  Cole,	
  Ruth	
  McNally	
  and	
  Kathleen	
  Jordan,	
  Truth	
  Machine:	
  The	
  Contentious	
  

History	
  of	
  DNA	
  Fingerprinting.	
  Chicago:	
  University	
  of	
  Chicago	
  Press,	
  2008	
  (Paperback,	
  2011).	
  
	
  
Lynch,	
  Michael	
  and	
  David	
  Bogen,	
  The	
  Spectacle	
  of	
  History:	
  Speech,	
  Text,	
  and	
  Memory	
  at	
  the	
  Iran-­‐

Contra	
  Hearings.	
  Durham,	
  NC:	
  Duke	
  University	
  Press,	
  1996.	
  
	
  
Lynch,	
  Michael,	
  Scientific	
  Practice	
  and	
  Ordinary	
  Action:	
  Ethnomethodology	
  and	
  Social	
  Studies	
  of	
  

Science.	
  New	
  York:	
  Cambridge	
  University	
  Press,	
  1993.	
  Chinese	
  translation	
  by	
  Dongmei	
  Xing.	
  
Suchon,	
  China:	
  Cambridge	
  University	
  Press	
  and	
  Soochow	
  University	
  Press,	
  2010.	
  Japanese	
  
translation,	
  2013.	
  

	
  
Lynch,	
  Michael,	
  Art	
  and	
  Artifact	
  in	
  Laboratory	
  Science:	
  A	
  Study	
  of	
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